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Thank you.

I'm an intersex person and survivor of intersex genital mutilation, speaking for the Intersex
Coalition on article 5, harmful practices on intersex children.'

As shown in our Joint NGO report?, all typical IGM forms remain state-sponsored in all 4
nations, promoted, facilitated and paid for by the public National Health Service (NHS).3

Children with so-called “ambiguous” genitalia continue to be submitted to partial clitoris
amputation, “vaginoplasty”, sterilising procedures, masculinising surgery etc., resulting in
lifelong severe pain and suffering.

As an NHS surgeon says, “[...] we remain happy to undertake clitoral reduction surgery
[...] Until such time as there is a change in the law, parents will continue to have the right
to decide [...]”°

CRC? recognised IGM in the UK as a harmful practice in 2015, seconded by CRPD’ ®in
2017. However, to this day the Government fails to act.

To this day, the UK denies these serious human rights violations, but tries to misrepresent
IGM as a “health care” or “gender identity” issue instead. This misrepresentation is also
evident in the State report.’

We therefore respectfully ask the Committee to raise intersex genital mutilation in the List
of Issues under art. 5 and harmful practices."’

Thank you.
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